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Summer Reading
Due Monday, September 10
Directions:
For one book from the summer reading list, answer the following questions in complete sentences. Please single-space, using 11-pt Times New Roman and 1.5” margins (as seen here). Then email the Word document to jhartt@maimonides.org. If you don’t have Word, then copy and paste the text into the body of an email.
1. What is the book’s setting?  (Answer in 2-3 sentences.)
2. a)  How would you describe the protagonist? For instance, is he/she good or evil, optimistic or pessimistic, etc? (Answer in 2-3 sentences.)
b)  Identify, and explain the importance of, at least two other characters. (Answer in 2-3 sentences.)
3. Explain the plot. (Answer in four or more sentences.)
4. How does the book end? What was its resolution? (Answer in 2-3 sentences.)
5. Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not?  (Answer in four or more sentences.)
Assessment:

This is your first real homework assignment. I collect or check homework assignments at the beginning of class. If you do a good job, you receive a Check (B). If you do very poorly, you receive a Check Minus (D). If you do excellent work you receive a Check Plus (A+).
I am looking for the usual qualities of good writing: clear responses, honest opinions, ideas in a logical order, words that sound like you but are appropriate for your reader (namely, your teacher), and readable sentences. To answer your question: No, I am not looking for grammatical or spelling mistakes. But you should know that making these mistakes over and over may unconsciously prejudice my opinion of your answers.
On longer writing assignments, you can expect to receive my comments (with your grade) within 2 weeks of the due date. Although I don’t discuss graded assignments in class, if you have any questions, you can find me during lunch or one of my scheduled administrative periods. Or, as always, feel free to email me. I respond promptly to thoughtful and sincere emails. I don’t respond well to grade-grubbing.
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